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Influence of ionophore addition to high-grain diets on net nutrient absorption 
Abstract 
Adding ionophores to a high grain diet increased glucose absorption and decreased the transport of urea 
back into the gut. These changes are consistent with the antibiotic effects of these compounds. 
Decreased microbial activity in the gut and shifts in the pattern of absorbed nutrients may help explain the 
improvements in feed efficiency seen with ionophore addition. 
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